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Reader Holidays

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500 quote TPG2
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.45-15.30 SUN 10.00-15.00
or book online:www.tweeddalepress2.reader.travel

LondonWeekend
Rail Special
Friday departures throughout 2011
London is known the world over for its spectacular sights; royal
history and traditions; fabulousWest End shows; and fantastic
shopping. So why not join one of our superb London breaks
and enjoy a glittering weekend in this amazing capital city.
• Return standard class rail travel to London fromGlasgow
• 2 nights stay at a choice of 4 star London hotels
with breakfast

• Free time in London for shopping and sight-seeing

3-day break from £149.95pp

London Showstopper
by Rail
Friday departures throughout 2011
TheWest End is home to the capital’s best-loved and
long-standing theatres. We offer an extensive selection of tickets
for all the top shows and musicals. Choose from Billy Elliot,
Chicago, Dreamboats and Petticoats, Jersey Boys, Legally Blonde,
Les Misérables, Million Dollar Quartet, Phantom of the Opera,
Shrek The Musical, The Lion King, TheWizard of Oz,Wicked
and more!
• Return standard class rail travel to London fromGlasgow
• A top priced ticket for a Friday evening peformance of the
showof your choice fromour fabulous selection

• 2 nights stay at a choice of 4 star London hotels
with breakfast

• Free time in London for shopping and sight-seeing

3-day break from £189.95pp

3-day break from £189.95pp

Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782.
Single supplements apply. Subject to availability.

Classical Spectacular
at the Royal Albert Hall by Rail
Departing 18 November 2011
The UK’s greatest classical show returns to the Royal Albert Hall
in November 2011, with a new programme of more of your
favourite music, lights, lasers, fireworks and special effects.
• Return standard class rail travel to London fromGlasgow
• A Choir ticket with a face value of £22 for an evening
performance of Classical Spectacular at the Royal Albert Hall.
(Ticket upgrades are available at a supplement)
• 2 nights stay at a choice of 4 star London hotels
with breakfast
• Free time in London

NEWS

a GIRVAN man’s music during a 
daring World War II operation was 
honoured by two Italian journalists 

in a special Sunday afternoon ceremony.
Matteo Incerti and Valentina Ruozi 

travelled to Girvan from northern Italy to 
present bagpiper David Kirkpatrick with an 
honorary citizenship of the town of Albinea 
after his music filled the air on the night of 
Operation Tombola, an attack by British SAS 
and a number of local resistance fighters on 
two German headquarters in the town.

His music provided a sign of hope for 
the townsfolk that they would make it to 
the end of the war and saved hundreds of 
lives from a bloody consequence from the 
remaining Germans.

German law in Italy at the time of the 
attack in 1945 decreed that for every 
one German soldier or officer killed by a 
resistance fighter, ten civilians would be 
killed.

But David played Highland Laddie 
throughout the assault, which led the 
Germans to believe it was a British attack 
when, in actual fact, there were only 30 
SAS operatives involved and the bulk of the 
attack team was made up the 70 resistance 
fighters.

The tale of the ‘Magic Bagpiper’ is fondly 
remembered today in Albinea, especially by 
Valentina, who fully believes that David’s 
music is the reason why she is alive today.

She said: “There are many people in the 
town who still remember the music of 
David. A lot of people saw him drop from 
the sky and thought he was a woman in a 
skirt jumping, but now they know it was a 
kilt he wore.

“I am from Albinea and my parents are 
too. If it wasn’t for David’s magic bagpipes I 
might not be here today. 

“It was a great group effort to save our 
country, but we will always remember 
David.

“All the children in Albinea were very 
scared at the time of the attack. The air 
was filled with gunfire and screaming but 
David’s music could still be heard. It was 
magical for them.”

Valentina and Matteo both had a keen 
interest in the history of Operation Tombola 
and of Italy during World War II and began 
to work together after meeting.

Both were tracking down the origins 
of a silver bracelet that two SAS soldiers 
gave to the locals when they began to work 

together. And their investigations have seen 
them piece together a timeline of events 
and background of the soldiers involved in 
the story.

However, it is David and his story that 
they are both are enchanted with. His 
music and also his gift of his parachute to 
Albertina Magliani have captured their 
imaginations. 

The parachute was used to make 
Albertina’s wedding dress and underwear 
for the day. David was also presented with 
the underwear as thank you as well.

Reminiscing of that time, David said: “I 
had to ask permission from my boss, Major 
Roy Farran, to give my parachute to the 
family I was living with.

“The night before we set off I played my 
bagpipes for the officers and the others. 
Major Farran let me play what I wanted that 
night as I walked around the tables.”

Matteo explained the book is not just 
about the fighting of Operation Tombola 
and said: “This is a book not just about 
David and the battle but also of life and 
romance. David is just one part of the story, 
but a very important part of the story. It has 
been a pleasure to meet and speak with and 

visit Scotland.” Valentina and Matteo are 
still working to have the book translated 
into English and hope to have that done 
very soon.

After telling their story, they presented 
David with a framed picture of himself in 
the war and also a little parachute made 
with some of his own, before handing over 
his honorary citizenship to him.

There was also a personal message 
written by the mayor of Albinea to David 
that Valentina read out for him.

David was clearly taken aback by the 
high regard which he is held by Matteo and 
Valentina.

He told them: “Thank you very, very much 
for your kindness, I can’t thank the people 
enough.” 

David gave the intrepid Italian duo a 
quick lesson in the bagpipes along with his 
son Lee before playing Highland Laddie for 
Matteo and Valentina.

Finally, David said: “I’m not a hero, I was 
only doing my job.” 

But David’s job that night saved the lives 
of hundreds.

And for that he will always be remembered 
as a hero to the people of Albinea.

Freedom honour      for piper who 
tricked the Nazis      to save lives

n David and 
all his family 
at Sunday’s 
special 
ceremony at 
the Westcliffe 
Hotel

n David and his son Lee gave Matteo a crash course on how to play the bagpipes
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Freedom honour      for piper who 
tricked the Nazis      to save lives

n David reprises Highland Laddie and, inset, pictured when he was just a laddie himself

n Above, James Gibson, of Girvan St Johns Masonic Lodge, who helped Matteo contact David, with 
Valentina, David and Matteo; below: Valentina tries her hand on the pipes


