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Mystery Break
2 days, departing 1 October 2011
From £69.95pp
Like surprises? A weekend away? Then our
Mystery Break is just for you! It is quirky and fun,
and will appeal to anyone who likes a little touch
of intrigue and adventure in their life!
• Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel with dinner
& full English breakfast

• Included excursions
• Return coach travel from Glasgow & Lockerbie

?
Blackpool Illuminations
& Chester
3 days, departing 21 October 2011
from £129.95pp
Enjoy all the fun and excitement of Blackpool, and
its world-famous Illuminations with almost every
kind of light display imaginable; lasers, neon,
fibre optics, light bulbs, searchlights and
floodlighting on show along 5 miles of this
top seaside resort’s Promenade.
• Free time in Blackpool and a coach tour of the
Blackpool Illuminations

• A shopping visit to Chester
• A coach tour of the Lake District including a visit to
Bowness-on-Windermere

• 2 nights stay at a 3 or 4 star NorthWest area hotel
• Dinner on the Friday evening and full English breakfast
on the Saturday and Sunday

• Return coach travel from Glasgow & Lockerbie

this is a story of bravery, music 
and emotional reunions. its 
cast is one man from Girvan, an 

italian woman and an italian freelance 
writer determined to trace the ‘magic 
bagpiper’ of Operation Tombola.

The tale of the magic bagpiper is 

the subject of a new book, written by 
Matteo incerti, of the military operation 
in the northern italian town of Albinea 

as music filled the night air during the 
town’s most significant event in its 
history.

During the second World War the 
town, like the rest of the country, was 
under the control of the Nazis and in 
a bid to support the partisans, who 
fought against their German occupiers, 

Winston Churchill launched 
Operation Tombola.

Operation Tombola would 
see a squad of sAs soldiers 
parachute into northern italy 
and link up with the local 
resistance fighters to sabotage 
German positions and supply 
lines.

Among those sAs operatives 
was David Kirkpatrick – a 
man the townsfolk of Albinea 
remember well – who jumped 
into the Mount Cusna in the 
Apennines of the Reggio Emilia 
area on March 23, 1945.

After landing safely, the 
squad travelled into the hills to 
meet up with the partisans and 
prepared for their attack on the 
German positions on the night 
of April 7.

David was a piper who 
provided the soundtrack to the 
attack on two German positions 
in Albinea and, for the locals 
who heard him that night, his 
music symbolised as sign of life 
and hope.

The music of highland Laddie 
fooled the German occupiers 
into believing that this was a 
military attack by the British 
Army and not a partisan one 
which, in turn, saved hundreds 
of local lives. German law at the 
time was ten civilians killed for 
every German soldier who died 
at the hands of a partisan.

On that night, a team of 100 
‘Battaglione Alleato’, of which 
70 were made up partisans, 
killed or wounded 60 Germans. 
Three sAs soldiers were killed 
and David’s music saved the 
lives of 600 civilians.

italian freelance writer and 
author, Matteo incerti, has been 
researching and writing a book 
about the mission and began to 
track down the man the locals 
knew as ‘magic piper.’

Matteo told the Gazette: 
“David is the magic bagpiper 
who jumped from the airplane 

in his kilt on Mount Cusna in the 
Apennines in the Reggio Emilia area. he 
jumped with his kilt on, so many people 
thought he was a woman coming from 
the sky!

“his music helped save the lives of 
many that night. 

“it let the Germans think it was 
a military attack and not  a typical 
partisan attack.

“But of the 100 or so men involved, 
70 of them were partisan with some 
German and Austrian deserters 
involved too.

“You have to consider that the 
German law at that time was for every 
one German killed by partisans, ten 
civilians would be murdered. And that 
night, the casualties of Germans was 
around 60 men, so around 600 people 
were saved by the sacrifice of the three 
sAs men and also from the music of 
David.”

Matteo revealed that David had 
suffered a lot since Operation Tombola 
and the pain and suffering that he saw 
that night. 

But after tracking him down and 
meeting him last year, Matteo explained 
that his music that night was a sign 
of life for the villagers and he was still 
talked of highly today. he continued: 
“David never knew that he was so 

A daring wartime raid into the heart of the Nazi occupation of Italy was carried out with a            soundtrack of Scottish music which prevented the killing of 600 civilians during wartime

Magic bagpiper 
from Girvan who 
saved the lives 
of hundreds

n David Kirkpatrick, the kilted bagpiper still fondly remembered in Albinea

n The cover of Matteo Incerti’s book
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8days,departing3 September 2011
fromGlasgowairport
from£799pp
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Pompeii
Sorrento
Capri

For generations, visitors have fallen in love with
the outstanding natural beauty of the Bay of
Naples, its unrivalled shoreline and its ancient
wonders... falling under the spell of romantic
southern Italy.
• Return flight from Glasgow airport to Naples†
• Airport taxes & return transfer from Naples airport to your hotel
• 7 nights stay at the 3 star Hotel Tourist with dinner and breakfast.
(An upgrade to the 4 star GrandHotel Parco del Sole is offered,
subject to availability, at a supplement of £50 per person for the break)

• Included excursions to Pompeii & Vesuvius, the Island of Capri
and a tour of the Amalfi Drive

• Free time in Sorrento at leisure

With included excursions to Pompeii &Vesuvius,
the Island of Capri and a tour of the Amalfi Drive

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500 quote TPG2
OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.45-15.30 SUN 10.00-15.00
or book online:www.tweeddalepress2.reader.travel

A daring wartime raid into the heart of the Nazi occupation of Italy was carried out with a            soundtrack of Scottish music which prevented the killing of 600 civilians during wartime

n Albertina at her wedding day with her dress specially made from David’s parachute, left, and today with Matteo Incerti and members of her family

fondly remembered in Albinea and had 
suffered a lot from the war. When i met 
him last summer i told him of this and i 
think it helped him and to start to speak 
about it.”

David is remembered fondly by one 
particular resident, Albertina Magliani. 
Albertina used David’s parachute to 
make her wedding dress and, through 
the investigation work of Matteo, the 
pair spoke for the first time since last 
month.

After posting the story in his blog, 
a comment was left: “it’s the guy who 
gave the parachute to my future family. 
My mum is still alive and has the 
wedding dress still with her.”

Albertina told Matteo: “how could 
i forget the boy who arrived from the 
sky with his kilt on and played the 
bagpipe?”

Matteo is currently writing a book on 
David and Albertina’s story and is also 
currently translating his story of the 
magic piper.

Matteo continued: “The book has 
been well received in italy and is selling 
well. 

“in the last three weeks we have 
been in the top ten in its category of 
European history and military history 
on Amazon.”

Matteo, who managed to track 
down David on the internet, will visit 
the town this weekend to present him 
with an honorary citizenship of Albinea 
and a recognition from the town Villa 
Minozzo – the mountain area where he 
landed.

The actions and bravery of those 
involved on April 7 have never been 
forgotten by the residents of Albinea.

Now, 66 years on, the music of David 
will be remembered. 

n Albertina with a copy of Matteo’s book and a local newspaper article about the heroic story


